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Social welfare can be established just by the intervention of the state. The state should
provide education, healthcare, unemployment benefits, and old age pensions for all. These
are fundamental rights in a humane society. Such state-run welfare services are the property
of the nation and therefore should be available to all. They are the physical manifestations'
of the responsibility of society to each of its members. Thus the state should ensure the
welfare for its people. It is a myth that the market can guarantee the welfare. The market
cannot replace the active role of the state for social welfare.

- Adapted from Trever Sather ed., Pros and Cons
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AXE B

The increasing welfare bill paid by the state distorts the autonomous mechanism of the
market. Social welfare can be achieved by the power of the market. The market must be
allowed to flourish, and will do so if unhampered' by state intervention. The virtues of the
market are said to include rational distribution as well as economic growth. Privatization® of
healthcare, education, and pensions brings competition to the market and leads to better and
cheaper services. If left to itself, the market will deliver the greatest good to society. The
market can function as a social safety net better than the state. The thesis of the minimal
state is closely bound to a distinctive view of the market as a self-generating mechanism.

- Adapted from Antony Giddens, 7he Third Way
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